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	Our Sponsors
Team Blazeman members get great discounts from some of the best brands! 
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Get your discounts today!

For more information on Blazeman Warrior Discounts, contact info@waronals.com


Make a donation today! 

Join Team Blazeman! 

 

The list of registered
Blazeman Warriors keeps growing! We are proud to have you representing us on the battlefields!
 

 

Clark Archibald
John Mcnamara
Kevin Perkins
Melissa Merson
Thomas Martwinski
Jennifer Bornemann
Kathleen Fetissoff
Linda Laird
Chris Ellinghaus
Fabrice Le Det
Petra Le Det
Nick Logan
Ran Korolik
Erik Feeney
Christopher Giordano
Charlie Dunne
Karen O'Riordan
Mia Richter
Jennifer Tebbetts
Debbie Ragals
Brian Breen
Dru Bornhoeft
Cheryl Iseberg
Richard Volpe
Christopher Price
Alexander Ha
Gregory Hoots
Tricia Ryan
Domnick Nelson
David Knight
Caryn Blanke
Douglas Munsee
Alexis Andrianopoulos
Glenn Hines
Philip Clark
Susan Langevin
Karen Duffy
Mike Duffy
Brian Duffy
Kevin Long
Steven Perunovich
Sean Dutra
Michael Ricci
Cathy Ruf
Ed Bullock
Ryan Van Praet
Doreen DiMeglio
Judy Pratt
Michael Keim
Barbara Altemus
April Colescott
Gabe Fiscus
Ken Fanelli
Larry O'Connell
Caryn De Filippo
Jennifer Brady
Diego Avalos
Megan Knepper
Brian Kochanek
Paul Nowicki
Ron Salmon
Barry Conrad
Christopher Demers
Jennie Eddy
Marty Peterson
Jack Keenan
Dennis Joyce
Rob Duguay
John Plumley
Kimberly Magee
Sean Waklee
Christine Suter
Collette Bates
Brad Culp
T. Connelly
Michael Carr
Richard Higgs
Sean McNamara
Jason Biggs
Henry Hoyle
John Purvis
Leah Roberts
Robert Maldonado
Bill Peloso
Shelley Farmer
Michele Solomon
Daniel Molloy 

Michael Ireland

Michael Hicks, Jr.

Leanda Cave

Ryan Close

Courtney Greene

Thomas Simmons

Colin Lake

Tim Smit

Jordan Bryden

Kim Williams

Chris Parker

Shawn Mahoney

Lisa Unger

John Ryan

Dana Ryan

Conn Jackson

Michael Mathers

JD Mathers

Nancy Nicklas

John Wolski

Adolfo Roa

Jen McGuiggan

Charlie Komar

Alexander Karn

Tarcisco Alvarez-Rivero

Rodney Ward

Mark Helisek

Paul Mandell

Bob Gebbie

Jerry Sappington

Kimberly Daley

John Daley

Celeste Callahan

Michael Swyt

Kimberly Sass

Jeremiah Crandell

Christie and Mark Di Pietro

Susanna Di Pietro

Paul Fahey

Vernon Johnson

Mary Miller

Cami Stark
John Wright
Chris Tidmore
Anna Jenkins
Chris Stafford
Brian Layman
Sean Chick
Kevin Davidson
Jane Dempsey
Fernando Sumaya

Mary Rye

Octavio De Albornoz

Christopher Stafford
Todd Verkest
Brent Layman
Kevin Davidson
Octavio Gonzalez
Kendall Wueste
N Gaunt
Eric Hammerschmitt
Dana Adams
Christopher McKenna
Sara Waterson
John Cordes
Tom Fichtner
Christine Fichtner
Addie White
Mike Hume
Leslie McLachlar
Bradley Angeletti
Sean Johnston
Timothy Durning
Tom Keeley
Gareth Stevens
Kristina Martin
Lisa Henry
Paul Serafini
Matthew Lagor
Mark Searles
Cyndi Dupis
Sean McCarthy
Christopher Krajacic
Keith Ryan
Kyle Ryan
Rebecca Kwong
Daniel Kwong
Stephanie Redding
Christopher Lake
T. Gunnar Anderson
Joel Haugen
Melinda Lindberg
Perry Sjogren
Patrick Skaggs
Terry Hagenbuch
Jon Hays
Jill Goodwin
Derek Oberg
William Wang
Jiea Kim
Ben Mix
Wendi Platt
Brian Hoppy
Dr. Joe Spoo
Kevin Schaffer
Lex Depp Jr.
Melinda Lindberg
William (Trace) Day
Patrick Skaggs
Tom Kramer
Kevin Schaffer
Daniel Prochazka
William (Billie) Zaccheo
Rob Spinosa
Daniel Livingstone
Jenny Hansen
(If you just took the time to read through all these names but didn't see yours, I'm so sorry. Please tell me 
by clicking here)
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Hi Blazeman Warriors and Friends,
 
I hope everyone enjoyed their summer. Bob and I  returned from Timberman in August. It was our first trip to this wonderful event. The expo experienced quite a bit of rain...torrential at times but race day was sunny and HOT!
 
The swim started with Chrissie Wellington saying a few words and spreading Jon's ashes...as you all know a special moment indeed for us. This was a huge event with well over 2000 athletes...Andy Potts was the male winner and Chrissie took the win for the women. Dede did well with her fourth place finish and her husband Dave had a strong finish in his first 70.3.
 
We are thrilled to let you all know Chrissie dedicated her win to Jon in her address to the crowd...we all know Jon was grinning ear to ear on that!
 
On Friday I helped out with the registration of the athletes and I firmly believe that was meant to be...the last athlete at the end of my shift stepped up and asked for #179 and of course I immediately told him what a special number that is...Greg Perangelo, a first time 70.3 athlete, was thrilled and Chrissie medaled him at his finish!
 
I will keep this letter short with one last reminder...Jon's birthday was August 30th and for that celebration of his life last month his ashes were spread at Timberman and again in Ireland by Blazeman Warrior Sean Johnston. They were also spread by Blazeman Warrior Ken Fanelli at Ironman Louisville.
 
Please check out the wonderful auction to raise funds for the BMF run by Leanda Cave...Leanda is a Blazeman Warrior and her photo in our ad in Triathlete Magazine this month was super! Kevin Koresky from FinishlineMultisport is helping Leanda spread the word and he is also running his own event in San Diego on October 31st...The Haunted House Tri Relay...More about both of these events below...
 
Thanks again for all your support....and keep the photos and emails coming! We hope to see some of you in Kona!
 
In Strength and Honor,
Mary Ann Blais
Jon's Mom
Blazeman Foundation for ALS
The Great Athlete Auction!

Over the past few weeks pro triathlete Leanda Cave has[image: image11.jpg]


 been reaching out to other professional triathletes as well as other people in the triathlon world, and asking them to make donations to The Great Athlete Auction. 

These donations have been in the form of athlete sponsored items, race entries, miscellaneous items, race suits, autographs, books, getaways, etc. 

Two weeks prior to the Ford Ironman World Championships, to be held in Kona, Hawaii on October 10, Leanda will put all the items on Ebay at seller: thegreatathleteauction. The goal is to have the auction end as the pro triathletes are finishing. Once items have been paid for (preferably by PayPal), the money raised will be donated to the Blazeman Foundation for ALS. 

For more information and to learn what is up for auction, please visit Leanda's blog by clicking here.

Thank you Leanda for your tireless support for the Foundation. And thank you to the other pros who have stepped up to help: Granger, Morrison, Greisbauer, Bayliss as well as the corporate sponsors such as Forze, Blueseventy, and many, many more! Check it out!

 

A Warm Welcome to our newest Warriors!
We are pleased to welcome the following newest warriors to our family. Thank you, and everyone else, for all you do to help our mission. 

Dr. Joe Spoo               Kevin Schaffer
Lex Depp Jr.               Melinda Lindberg
William (Trace) Day     Patrick Skaggs
Tom Kramer               Kevin Schaffer
Daniel Prochazka         William (Billie) Zaccheo
Rob Spinosa                Daniel Livingstone
Jenny Hansen

Our Condolences to Desiree Ficker and her family
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Bob and I met Annette Ficker (left) back in October 2007 in
Kona...she was a lovely lady who also was touched by Jon and his courage. I admired her committment to Des, even going to races when she did not feel well.
 
Ma Ficker, as she was called, passed away recently after a lengthy struggle with cancer. I shall miss seeing her beautiful smile...



My Son, my inspiration
by MaryAnn Blais

(I was asked recently to contribute an article to the "Athlete's Guide at Timberman". The following is a copy of that article. I hope you find it inspiring.) 

How does a mom write about a son who has been the most inspirational person in her life?  Well, with both difficulty and pride. Trying not to be biased is not easy...I could write a book about Jon...maybe I shall someday. He faced adversity throughout his life with courage and a smile...and he was sorely tested on May 2nd, 2005 when his diagnosis of ALS was confirmed.
 
His courage and selflessness that day and for the 2 years and 25 days until his death inspired many as he put a face on ALS. Had it been me I would have retreated into myself...but not Jon. He continued to live life to its fullest while waging a WAR on ALS...so others may live.
 
It has been a little more than two years since Jon has passed away...I miss him more each day. I am proud of the way he chose to go to Kona and fulfill his dream and be be the arms and legs for those who couldn't....he was their voice...so wanting the researchers to find in science a success story. ALS does not have one...not one.
 
Jon started triathlons at age 13-back then there were few his age racing. He quickly realized the sport of triathlon was for him. An average swimmer, good runner and to my fear a very aggressive biker. In many ways this sport helped to develop his spirit...and he excelled...both personally and spiritually. As a special education teacher in San Diego he took his love of of the outdoors into his classroom of challenged students and created a special bond with those students...some of which had never even swam in the ocean.
 
Many people are familiar with the 2005 Ironman and subsequent 2006 event...but few know how he planned to complete this race 18 months into his disease. He could not train for his event...science did not even know if training would spread the progression of this disease.  His last racing season was 2003 because he put his sport on hold while cranking out an accelerated masters in education...he was one course and his thesis short when he has to stop because he could no longer write and teach in the classroom.
 
Jon completed the 2005 Ironman solely on experience, guts and determination so he could put a face on ALS. He knew if he did not finish...there would be a pat on the back and "nice try". That was not acceptable to him...he had to finish even if he had to be log rolled down Alii Drive.
 
I wish I could be a better writer for Jon...his skill at speaking and writing was much better than mine. But in the end he not only inspired his family but many like him...without arms, legs or voice.
 
Jon lived life fully in his 35 years...every day was an adventure to Jon...When he left San Diego with his father to come home to live with his parents he took the long way across country to show his dad and visit one last time the places he  loved..Yosemite, the desert, and the Grand Canyon but a few. But most of all he he knew he would miss his beloved San Diego where he found the life he loved. His students remained forever on his mind till the day he died...how he loved and inspired them!

Get your Blazeman Gear!
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Polos, Fleece, Pullovers, Hats and more! And be sure to check out the NEW long-sleeve t-shirts!

Shop our e-store today, click here!

And no warrior outfit is complete without our titanium bracelet. Wear yours with the vow that it will not be removed until the day there is a cure for ALS.

Buy yours today! Clickhere!

[image: image2.jpg]



Get Connected-Find us on Ning![image: image14.jpg]




The Blazeman community is now on Ning. Join our group - meet other warriors, post photographs, hear about upcoming events and share your stories from the War on ALS. Click here.
 

The Haunted Co-Ed Tri Relay Fundraiser

[image: image15.jpg]Finishline-Multisport.Com

Presents

Haunted Co-Ed Tri Rela




Tired of the same-old same-old triathlon event? Kevin Koresky from Finishline-multisport.com is organizing a fun event  - the Haunted co-ed tri relay!

The event takes place on Fiesta Island near San Diego, California on Halloween and is a fundraiser for the Blazeman foundation. There are great prizes for the winners but they'll have to share the podium with the winners of best male and female costume. 

A great event for a great cause. Thanks, Kevin for all your hard work!

For more information and to register for the event, click here.

Photo Gallery
The 2009 season isn't over yet! Please keep sending your photos! We love hearing your stories and seeing you in action!
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Bob Gebbie at Ironman Australia
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Check out Dede Griesbauer's helmet
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Chrissie Wellington at Roth 2009 (Photo: Jay Prasuhn for Triathlete Magazine)
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Gareth Stevens at the NYC Triathlon
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T Gunnar Anderson at the Lake Logan International
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On May 2, 2005, twenty-year Multi-Sport veteran Jon Blais a.k.a. "Blazeman" at age 33 was diagnosed with the fatal motor neuron disease ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis). Blazeman dubbed himself the "ALS Warrior Poet" and brought his battle to the big island of Hawaii on October 15th that year, where he became the first person with ALS to complete the Ironman World Championships. It was his last race. In 2006, a number of athletes, inspired by Jon's 2005 efforts, rolled across the finish line in Hawaii in honor of Jon and his battle against ALS. In 2007, the Blazeman Foundation for ALS expanded Team Blazeman, comprised of "Blazeman Warriors" who have committed to raising awareness and funding a search for a cure for ALS..."So  Others May Live."
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