	Greetings to our Blazeman Warriors 
and Supporters!  
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The month of February has traditionally been our Cycle for ALS month. We welcome those who have returned to help us raise funds for Jon's mission and to our new sites...welcome aboard!!!!
 
Your support means a great deal to us. You all are the reason we have been successful funding the research projects we feel strongly about. To those who would like to contribute please visit the Cycle for ALS donation page. All contributions are appreciated! I will have a full update next month after all the events are over. Please check out some of the photos I received so far! They're in the Gallery below.
 
Bob and I continue to be touched by the emails we receive from people that have been inspired by Jon...I think he would be surprised to know how much of an impact he has had in the multisport world. It gives us great comfort and we treasure each and every email.
 
A reminder to all the athletes participating at The EnduraFit Ironman 70.3 EagleMan this June...applications are now being accepted for athletes nominated by a friend or family member for the Blazeman Spirit Award. Please read below for full details on the application process.
 
On February 23rd I had the pleasure to speaking to the Naples Tri Club at their monthly meeting about Jon and the foundation. I will report back next month and share my experience with you. In the meantime, a big thank you to the Naples Tri Club for the invite!!!
 
'Til next time...
 

MaryAnn
Jon's mom 


	The Blazeman Foundation for ALS has charity slots available at the EnduraFit IronMan 70.3 Eagleman Triathlon!
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Before Jon passed away he made arrangements with Rob Vigorito, race director and neurobiologist at the Brain and Tissue Bank to donate his brain, spinal column, peripheral nerves and spinal fluid for research. Jon felt that this was a very important and little known aspect of ALS research. What makes this unique is this facility does not restrict any researcher from getting this valuable tissue. Any researcher, from anywhere in the world, working on ALS research, can request ALS tissue from the University of Maryland's Brain and Tissue Bank.
 
The slots are $500.00 and the proceeds are earmarked for our soon-to-be-formally-announced research project at the University Of Maryland's Brain And Tissue Bank.
 
To our knowledge we will be the only family foundation to fund such a project. Athletes that purchase these slots will be playing a great role in allowing us to fund this project.
 
A special thank you to Rob Vigorito and the CTA for giving us this opportunity. Please visit this web site for more information.
 
Anyone interested in obtaining a Blazeman slot can contact me directly via email. I look forward to hearing from you!


	The Blazeman Spirit Award  
2012 EnduraFit Ironman 70.3 Eagleman 
 
The Blazeman Foundation for ALS is currently accepting nominations for the Blazeman Spirit Award to be presented at the 2012 EnduraFit Ironman 70.3 EagleMan. 
 
The Blazeman Spirit Award is given annually to a participant in the EagleMan Ironman 70.3 who most exemplifies the spirit of Jon "Blazeman" Blais. While many are familiar with Jon's heroic performance in the 2005 Ironman World Championships in Kona, Hawaii, few are familiar with Jon's professional life as a special education teacher at the Aseltine School in San Diego, CA. Here, Jon focused his energy on helping kids who were emotionally challenged and learning-disabled. This is also where he became better known as "The Blazeman." Jon did amazing work with the kids. Through summer recreation programs and outdoor activities, his students learned to overcome obstacles and become stronger through hard work and determination. The Blazeman Spirit Award keeps Jon's memory alive by recognizing an individual who inspires others to become a better person; leads by example; and has a passion for the journey of life.
 

The winner will receive:
· A complimentary 2013 entry to the EnduraFit Ironman 70.3 EagleMan 

· An Eagle Award, the emblematic symbol of EagleMan called "Blaze", and certificate, 

· Complimentary Ironman level membership to Team Blazeman.

Nominations are due by May 1, 2012. The winner will be announced during the pre-race expo/event expo on Saturday, June 9th, 2012.
 

To read about previous winners and download application information please visit our website.
 


	A Reason2Race
 

We are pleased to announce that the Blazeman Foundation for ALS was named one of the designated charities for the Kemah Triathlon on April 29th in Texas.  
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We are proud to be a part of this great organization. Now, there's another opportunity for athletes that want to race for a cause bigger than themselves. To learn more about the Kemah Triathlon and Reason2Race, please visit their website . All monies raised go directly toward the Blazeman Foundation research.
 
Please visit our website to learn how we broadly fund our research dollars.  
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Bob and I are excited to be invited to take part in the Pumpkinman Triathlon event in South Berwick, Maine on September 8th and 9th.
 
Athlete's wishing to race and fundraise for the Blazeman Foundation for ALS may do so though the event website. Donations also gladly accepted through the website! 
There are a total of 75 Blazeman Slots available for the various events...
 
We look forward to being there in September to meet you all and we are very happy to be a part of this great event!
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Pumpkinman race director Kat Donatello and her husband Jeff. 


	Report from the Battlefields...
Recently I received an email from Shane FitzMaurice,an ALS patient. Beyond his label as ALS patient, Shane can also be called a husband, father and a good friend to Phil Gormley (who has been a tireless warrior for ALS).
 
Shane's note broke my heart as he expressed the disappointment in himself that he was not acting as a crusader for ALS in the manner that Jon and Phil's sister Claire Gormley Collier acted. 
 
Well, Shane, you are wrong. Each and every person with ALS is a crusader. A warrior. We each fight in different ways. 
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In Shane's own words...
"I was always very athletic, could play any sport and be good at it: spring board diving, tennis racket ball, snow and water skiing, just to name a few. I have four beautiful kids ages 6 thru 12, 3 boys and a girl. The onset of the disease was back in 2005, so the thing that kills me the most is not being able to go body surfing with my two older boys, not being able to teach my youngest baseball and not being able to hug and play with my beautiful daughter. I can take the suffering pretty well, but I sure am getting tired of it. The best thing I did was to marry my wife Liln, she holds us all together every day and night!"
 
The faces of ALS span the globe. Young and old. Male and female. Husband and wife (Thank you, Liln!). Father and children. Each of you fighting with an important role in a very difficult crusade. 
 
We need to see your faces and hear your stories. Those of us that have been touched by this horrific disease know too well the horror of it. The rest of the world needs to help us bring it to light.
 
Next month I will report on many other ALS awareness stories, I just think this one deserved to be front and center this month because I am so very proud of this one particular crusader. 


	A Warm Welcome to our newest Warrior!

 

We are pleased to welcome the following newest warriors to our family. Thank you, and everyone else, for all you do to help our mission. 

Al Schlebecker
A big welcome to you and we hope to see you at a race this year...please visit our ning website and start communicating with other warriors and supporters.


	Photo Gallery
Thank you so much for sharing your highlights and favorite moments from the 2011 and 2012 season!
But don't stop now! 
Please keep sending your photos! 

We love hearing your stories and seeing you in action!
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Kerry Hutchins preparation for her 1/2 marathon in memory of her husband Phil who passed from ALS 
in Dec 2010
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Kirsten's Cycle in New Hampshire
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Matthew Irlemeier at Ironman Arizona in 2011
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Mike Rouse rolling at Ultraman!
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Philly Tri Club cycling for ALS in 2012
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Sean Snow cycling for ALS in New Hampshire!
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Vigo, Jon and ST at the Competitor Awards 2007 (courtesy of Bob Babbitt)


