Dear Blazeman Friends, 
Family and Warriors...  

	

	...so others may live. 


 

As we close out 2012 we want to thank you for your support. For some of you, that support comes in the form of hosting a spin event or other fundraiser. For many others, a well-earned "Blazeman Roll" at the end of a long, hard race. And for some, a heartfelt call or emailing offering words of encouragement 
for us, while sharing a story about 
a loved one whose life has been affected by ALS. 

 

During the past year, with your support, we made great strides in our War on ALS. Together, we donated thousands of hours and raised more than $200,000 in 2012 and since 2007 close to million and a half dollars for research and other mission-related activities. 

 
Yet, there is still much work to be done.

· Since our last annual fund appeal, more than 5,600 people in the United States were diagnosed with ALS, bring the total to 30,000 people who are currently living with this disease. 

· The incidence of ALS is about equal to multiple sclerosis, yet receives a fraction of the support for awareness and research. 

· ALS occurs spontaneously. 

· People of almost any age can develop ALS. Estimates suggest that ALS is responsible for as many as five of every 100,000 deaths in people aged 20 or older. You've shared stories about your children, siblings and parents alike. 

· Today fifty percent of affected patients live at least three or more years after diagnosis; 20 percent live five years or more; and up to 10 percent will survive more than ten years. 

· Currently, there is no cure or effective treatment for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis.

The Blazeman Foundation for ALS, a nonprofit 501c3, celebrated its fifth year in 2012, working every day to raise awareness about ALS by leveraging the energy, commitment and compassion of the multi-sport community and to raise necessary funds to be directed into cutting-edge scientific research to find treatments and an eventual cure for ALS...So Others May Live.
 

In addition, to managing volunteer events, fundraisers, community and awareness projects, this past year we provided needed funding for The University of Maryland's Brain and Tissue Bank and the Wake Forest University School of Medicine-currently we are working with a Massachusetts researcher for another Blazeman Post Doc position in a new cutting edge ALS research project. Together, with you, we raised the funds, provided infrastructure and support to these University research programs in order to advance our understanding of this disease.
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Based on 2011 accounting of Blazeman Foundation for ALS
 
 

If you have a PAL (person with ALS) in your life, you've already seen the damage this disease can do. But if you have a Blazeman Warrior in your life, you can see hope and inspiration. Please help today by making an investment in The Blazeman Foundation for ALS. From Post-Doctorate cutting-edge research fellowships and Tissue Banks, to multi-sport event and community awareness, your contribution today will allow us to further mobilize volunteers, raise additional funds and accelerate our success.

 



 

 

Please call us directly at 1-877-429-9363 should you have any questions as to how your gift will be used, and thank you again for your consideration and past support of The Blazeman Foundation for ALS.

 

In Strength, Honor and Freedom,

 

Mary Ann and Bob

Jon's mom and dad

