"Believe...Pick a stronger word than Hope...Cure."  

 
Those were Jon's words. His wish. Now you and other supporters to The Blazem[image: image1.jpg]


an Foundation for ALS have helped make real progress in our search for that cure. Together, we will eventually win our war against this disease.
 
As a friend of The Blazeman Foundation, you can take pride in how your Foundation has put its fundraising support to work.  We have worked with your donations, combined them with a vision of our future and a lot of elbow grease and had another tremendous year. 
 
Let's take a moment to look back on the past year and you will see your support in action:
· You met us on site at dozens of major events every year, including Kona, Clearwater, Arizona and even the run for PALS at our hometown of Seekonk, Massachusetts.

· You saw hundreds of people Cycling for ALS throughout the month of February (including Chester the Cheetah!)

· You read about your Foundation in the news and on the web. Last year, more than 20,000 viewers visited your website. More than 200,000 readers saw dozens of articles about your Foundation and your e-newsletter reached thousands of readers throughout the year. 

· You watched the pro triathletes do the "Blazeman Roll" as they crossed the finish line including our friends Leanda Cave, Desiree Ficker, Dede Griesbauer Eric Limkemann, Matty Reed, Matthew Russell, Chrissie Wellington, and many more.   
  

· And right behind the pros are countless age groupers...people like Bob Scott, a loyal and passionate "roller" along with Cherie Gruenfeld, Kim Rouse, Yair Shalev, Adam Webber and many, many more! 

· You looked into the lab at Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine where you saw a breakthrough in understanding the underlying disease process ALS. Until recently, this had long eluded scientists and prevented development of effective therapies. "This opens up a whole new field for finding an effective treatment for ALS," said senior author Teepu Siddique, M.D. His study was funded, in part by your support of the Blazeman Foundation.
 
But there are things you may not easily notice. Like how the Blazeman Foundation membership has steadily grown in the past year. Or how we've balanced our (very modest) budget in these lean economic times. Or the thousands of passionate, anonymous "rolls" by athletes like you around the world. All of this was possible because of your support. 
 
If you have a PALS (person with ALS) in your life, you've already seen the damage this disease can do. But if you have a Blazeman Warrior in your life, you can see hope and inspiration. Please help today by making an investment in The Blazeman Foundation for ALS. Your contribution to our annual fund will help ensure that The Blazeman will continue to inspire thousands of other people, too. 
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Call us directly at 1-877-429-9363 should you have any questions as to how your gift will be used, and thank you again for your consideration and past support of The Blazeman Foundation for ALS.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Robert and Mary Ann Blais
Blazedad and Blazemom
Blazeman Foundation for ALS
 
 
PS. Please consider making a tax-deductible gift in Jon's name, your name or for any of the 5,600 people who will die this year from this disease. Please give before December 31 of this year. That will help us with timely planning for another successful year in 2012. 
 
"FREEDOM!"
 


 
